THE ORIGINS OF THE
DRAKES OF DEVON

Solving the mystery of the two Drakes

CHARLES E DRAKE

Sir Bernard said (o Sir Francis,
'You 're making a grave mistake
If. now you're « knigh,

You think you've a righr

To the wyvern gules of Drake’

C. Scott-Giles, Motley Heraldry'

he possibility of solving a 400-year-old
I genealogical puzzle has been the
recurring focus of my attention for
more than 30 years. My interest in gencalogy
began at age sixteen with a desire 1o display a
coal of arms on the wall of my bedroom.
Family legends told of a refationship to the
great navigator Sir Francis Drake. [ scon
fewrned (hat in genealogy and heraldry things
were not at all simple. A few years work
proved that there was no facile link to the
tamily of the Armada admiral.

1 decided (airly quickly that 1 would collect
not only information about my own apparent
ancestry, but information about any Drakes
anywhere. Of course, | worked backwards on
my own line, bul § also worked fonvards and
Jalerally! During my early years of research, |
came acrass (he grand mystery of Drake
gencalogy. the connection, or lack of one.
between the family of Sir Francis Drake,
centercd in west Devon ncar Tavistock. and
the armigerous family of the Drakes of Ashe,
whose scat wis in east Devon, in the parish of
Musbury.

The Puzzle

The Drakes of Ashe recorded a pedigree in
the Visitation of 1564 reaching back to a John
Drake who marricd an heiress of Billett of
Ashe circa 1400. This union brought the Ashe
estate into the Drake family, where it remained
for 400 years. The Ashic family descendants
included Sir Bemard Drake, another
Elizabethan seaman, and a man of sone
reputation. His great-granddaughter Ehzabeth
married Sir Winston Churchill and their son,

' Seout-Giiles, C W, Motiey Heraldry, (n.d.)

the first Duke of Marlborough, was born at
Ashe House. The arms of the Drakes of Ashe
were argent, a wyvern gules?

On the other hand, Sir Francis Drake came
from near Tavistock, over in the west of the
county, specifically from a small estare called
Crowndale, part of the demesne lands of
Tavistock Abbey. The carliest Drake 1enant of
Crowndale was Henry, who was granted a

Sir Francis Drake (71540 - 96).
Painting by Marcus Gheeraerts the Younger, 1591,

lcase in 1441. Forty years later a new lease
was granted to a Simon Drake, who 1 think
was his son, and who was (he uncle of the
John Drake who had a reversion to the
property in 1519, This John was the
grandfather of Sir Francis Drake, the
circumnpavigator.?

? Wagner, Sic Anthony, Drake in Englord, (ev. odn).
Concord. New Hampshee (1970), p21

Y Elhiot-Dreke. Lady (Elizabeth), The Fomily and Heirs of Sir
Francis Drake, vol 1. London, 1911, pl}




When his fortunes at sea thrust Sir Francis
nto the limelight, questions of famity arose,
beginning what I have termed the 400-year-
old mystery. Sir Francis was knighted and
clearly wished to bear the ancient coat of arms
of Drake of Ashe. It scems he attempted to
obtain acknowledgment of his right to do so,
for in addition 10 a new grant of arms, sable. a
Jesse wavy benveen hwo pole stars argeni,
there was a grant of a crest whose design
inciuded a red dragon, a definite allusion to
the house of Ashe. Also, there is an inclusion
in one¢ version of the draft heraldic documents
prepared for Sir Francis by Clarenceux Cooke
which states,

“Notwithstandinge that the said Sr Francys
Drake, beinge wellborne and descended of
worthi¢ ancestors such as have of longe
tyme bom Armes as tokens of their race and
progenie, which Jykewyse to him by just
descent and prerogatyve of birth as duly
desyred, may for the Armes of his sumame
and family beare Argent a Wever dragon
volant gules with the difference of a third
brother, as 1 am credibly enfourmed by the
testimony of Bernard Drake of ‘_ 'in the
Countie of Devon Esquire chief of that
Cotearmure......."™

Although Sir Francis acted upon this
intention, and used the arms newly granted
quartered with the older arms, there has been
much controversy about his right to do so. It
hinges in large part upon the relationship
between the Drakes of east Devon and west
Devon. One problem 1s the apparent disparate
social standing of the two farmilies. William
Camden wrote of Sir Francis that “this Drake
(that [ may report no more than what [ bave
heard from himselfe) was borm of meane
parentage in the County of Devonshire.”
Certainly no visitation earlier than the 17th
century mcludes the Tavistock family.

There is also a story related by John Prince,
the Devon historian, that Sir Bemnarg Drake
gave Sir Francis a box on the ear for usurping
his arms.® This story surfaced in a later
generation and may be apocryphal, for there is
contemporary evidence that Sir Francis and
Sir Bemard were on good terms.

Regarding the interpolated statement in the
draft document confirming to Sir Francis the

¢ Bodleian, Ashimole MS, 834, 135y

* Camden, William, Annales, The True and Royal History of
the famous Empresse Elizabeth. (ueen of England. ete., (edn
11y, (1623), p417

* Prince, John, The Worthies of Divon, (131 edn.), p243

older coat, there are other documents of the
era which fail to include this language, and the
suggestion has been made that this drafi was
never finalized, implying that there was no
substantiation for such a claim. There are quite
a few Drake pedigrees in print which attach
the Sir Francis family onto the Ashe family \n
a position of a third son, but there is no proof
for doing so. Later generations of the admiral's
family either did not claim, or were nol
allowed, the wyvern quartering in the
visitations.”

The controversy flared again in the late
19th century with a sertes of articles in
several journals, particularly the Western
Anftiquary, advancing contrary positions. One
of the chief supponters of Sir Francis’ claim to
the arms of Ashe was Henry Holman Drake,
author of Hasted 5 Kent.® Henry H Drake was
descended from the Drakes of Whitchurch,
near Tavistock, and seems o have ingpired a
number of these articles, some of which
appeared under the pseudonym of Wyvemn
Gules.

In recent years, afler a careful examination
of the evidence, no less an authority than Sir
Anthony Wagner, then Garter King of Arms,
summed up the evidence as follows, "It scems,
therefore, that no relationship was established
between the Drakes of Ashe in Musbury, away
i the southeast of Devon, and the Drakes of
Crowndale.™ The operative word here is
‘established,’ not “existed’, for although no
connection was cstablished in the past, this 13
not to say one did not exist. In fact. it is now
possible 1o suggest a solution.

The Solution

This solution to the problem of the disputed
conncction berween the two main families of
Drakes in Devon lay in the discovery that the
origin of both was outside Devon! The keys to
finding the solution were two and may be
summed up with the words perspiranon and
inspiration. The perspiration part consisted of
exhausting work in primary and written
sources extracling every possible detail of
Drakc gencalogy and history. This work was
certainly not all personal wark by this author.
Part of it was done on my behalf as [ live at
some distance from the primary sources.

' Wagner. op. cit., p21

* Drake, Henry H, (ed.). Hasteds History of Kent. The
Hundred of Blackheath, Londor, 1886

¥ Wagner, ep. cit., p2)
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DRAKE OF DEVON; PRINCIPAL LTNES
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Much of it was done in the [9th century by
Henry H Drake, who devoted many years
of his life to the puzzle, apparently without
finding the solution. Sources searched have
included much orginal material in the PRO
(mosily done by H H Drake), the Patent Roils,
Inquisitions Post Mortem, PCC wills, the
Drake wills of Devon (extracted by H H
Drakce prior (o their destruction in 1942), the
muniments of the Drake family of Ashe
{copied by Sir William Pole pror to the
destruction of Ashc House in 1644), prinicd
pedigrees of the Drake family, and manorial
records, principally those of Tavistock Abbey.

The inspiration part of the solution was a
sudden insight T had while pondering one of
the ancient Drake charters, existing only as an
abstract, which reads:

“Osbents Drake de North cummer cone

ccclae de Bordes. Tex). Sim. Aleine, Willo

Ragpelegh, Willo Kyne, Rogo Drake, Rico

de la field. Suns date.™10
I suddenly realized that the *‘North cummer’
mentivned was North or Liitle Comberton in
Worcester. The phrase ‘ecclac de Bordes®
refers 1o the church at Bordesley, Worcester.
The name Osbert Drake | had seen before —
in the records of Tavistock Abbey! The
implications become immediatcly obvious;
a conveyance by a Drake of Tavistock
regarding land in Worcester was found among
the muniments of thc Drakes of Ashe.
The instrwnent is undated, but from its
genealogical context, as discussed later, [
estimate it at circa 1280-90.

Afier making this discovery, it only took
stcady cffort to put together a pedigree,
although 1t must be considered conjectural,
and much more work needs (o be done.

The Lineage

The first who has been traced was one
Humphrey de Drakenage, called ‘Hunfridus
de Drakenes’ (bor prabably cl140), who was
mentioned in the Pipc Rolls of 1183-84 and
1184-85 as owing for failing to pledge." He
may be related to one Gamel de Drakenech
found in the same 11R83-84 record. Using the

" Davidsan, James. Abstracis from the muniments of "Mr.
Drake of Aish,' from Davidson's Anciemt Deeds, MS. Exeler
City Library, ref no B-R (| 009.935/106063; *Extracts from Sir
William Pole's MS, Collection af Deeds relating o Devan*
Transcribed from the copy of J Coffyi, by James Davidson,
1846, p1C9. From an exteact in the K C Arringlon manuscript
collection, University of Chapel Hitl, Norh Carolina

W Pipe Roll Sertes. vol. 33, p4§; vol. 34, pl00

'Generational Grid Sysiem'. Humphrey can
be designated generation -R, as noted in the
accompanying chart.

Drakenage was (hen a small manor in the
pansh of Kingsbury, Warwickshire. In the
131th century it was held by (he Mamions of
Tamworth Castle via an jintermediate lordship
of Nether Whiacre. It is not known if
Humphrey held any land at Drakenage, but he
secms 10 have derived hig surname from there.
We do know that his descendants contested
land at gearby Coteshill somewhat later.
Drakenage may be accounted for by (he 1/5th
Kbights Fee held by Ralph dc Keila of Robernt
Marmion in 1166 (Liber Rubeus).™ § can find
no cvidence of a connection between Ralph
and Huinphrey.

Humphrey's son was Robert (born ¢1) 63,
died afier 1209 — pencration -S), once styled
‘Robertus Draac’, and his parentage i1s proved
by a statement in a case tried in the feudal
court of Amold de Bosco in 1198."" Robert
appears 10 have been active in the Stratford
area as reflected by appearance jn a number of
records in the 1190s,™ but he was also
involved in a plea for land at Coleshill, ncar
Drakenage in 1206."*

Robert was the steward for Willam de
Camville on his manor of Arrow,
Warwickshire, and is mentioncd in 1194 in a
suit brought by Canwille against scveral
intruders who committed robbery there.'®
The Camvilles provide another important
connection associating the Drakes of
Warwick, near Tamworth, with those of
Worcester, near Stratford, and subsequently
Devon. William de Camville, for whom
Robert Drake was steward, was the youngesl
son of Richard de Camville (d119}), founder
of Combe Abbey. William married Albreda,
daughter of Geoffrey Marmion, of Tamworth
(near Drakenage), and through her he
mmherited Arrow. Their issue included
Galfridus de Camville of Clifton Camville,
later Baron Camville, William de Camville of

12 Hall, Huber (ed.), The Red Book of the Fxcheguer, London,
1896, p327

Y Curta Rewls Rodl, vol. 1, Easter Term, 9 Richard | (1198),
ps9

& Pipe Roll Series, vol, 41(3), pl06; vol. 44(6), p188, vol
45(7), pS1, vl 46(8), p1 72, vol. A7), p1 35

N Quria Regis Roll, vol 4, p291: Pipe Roll Series. vol. 60{22),
pl96

' Palgrave, Francis (ed.), Rendi Curiae Regis: Rofls and
Records of the Cowurt Held Before the King s Justiciars, vol. 1,
Pleas for the Thursday before the Octave of Saint Marin, 6
Richard 1 ()7 November 1194), London: Public Recod
Commission. 1835-



Arcwe (Arrow) and Seckington, and Thomas
de Camville, presbyrer.'” Geoffrey's grandson
subsequently became possessed of lands in
Devon in right of his wife Maud de Bryan.'

Robert Druke died afier 1209. His issue
inchuded Ralph. William, and probably
Absalom Drake. Absalom Drake was the
plaintift in an assize of novel disseisin
regarding property at Coleshill in 1229, land
probably inherited from Robert.

William Drake. styled ‘Willelntus Draco de
Brocton' in 12217 lived in Worcester at
Drake’s Broughton, in the pansh of Pershore
Holy Cross, giving his name to that place.!
He was referred 1o as the son of Robert Drake
of Brocton in the charter of Constance de
Lega, which she granted to Roger of Pershore.2

Ralph Drake (born ¢119C —~ generation -T),
son of Robert Drake, was given land at
Knicteton by Ralph, rector of Lindrug
(Lindridge), who was his uncle.?* The younger
Ralph held lands at Evesbam which he later
granted to the Abbey as proved by another
charter from Ashe:

“Scant &c. Rads. Drake fils Robli® Drake

remisit Abbali de Evesham in oibs’ terr’ quac

fuerunt patns sui in villa de Evesham. Suns
date. "

| belicve Ralph began to hold lands in
Devon n the early years of the 13th century
at about the same time the Camvilles devel-
oped an intercst there. Ralph Drake’s charter
found its way to Ashe House, and a Ralph le
Drake appears in the Devon Assize Roll of
1237-38.%

From this point, our good forrune with
churters which mention relationships ends,
and the next few descenis can only be
inferred. Ralph’s successar in Devon was one
Reginald le Drake who was a1 Tiverton in
1238, 1244, and 1249.% Reginald was, in tumn,

" Dugdale, Amiguities of Warwickshire; DNB, ‘Camville™;
Burke, Dormant and Extinct Peerages'™ Page, William (ed)),
Victoria County History of Deven. vol. 1. p56?

" Putent Rolls, vol. 2, p283,13 Heney 111 [1229)

N Selden Society Publicaions, vol §3, p623; Pipe Rol) Series.

val. 81(43), Beauchamp Cartulary. Charter # 120, p72

‘' Victoria County History of Worcester, vol. 4, pl 56
Augmentation Office, Miscellaneous Books, LX], Tolio

86d, (PRO reference E315/67)

' Nash, Treadway Russell, Collections for a History of
Worcestershire, vol. 2, p%4 facing page i, footnote H; Hale,
William. Registrum  Sive  Liber Irrowmlarins Er
Consuctudinarius Prioratus Bewtoe Manae Wigorntennsis,
Camden Sociery Publicanen, OF, vol. U1, pl3a
* Davidson, op. cif., pl09
# Wagmer, ap cil, pl6
* Wagner, op. cif. pl6; Assize Roll, 22 Hen 111 M 1:32: 1a.,
mem 9 in dors

followed in Devou records by Roger Drake
and QOsbert Drake, who were obviously closely
related as their names appeared on the some
charter from Ashe as previously mentioned.

Roger Drake, who would be generation -V,
sometimes styled ‘Roger le Drake’, occurs in
the Devon Assize Roll of 1273-74 at South
Brent”’ and is mentioned as holding 72
Knight's Fee mnearby at Dartington in
Stanborough Hundred in 1303.%* He is likely
10 be the same Roger who was assessed 1 the
tax of 1275 in Tenbury in Doddingtree
Hundred in Worcester. Roger Drake witnessed
several grants of land to the Abbey at
Bordesley around 1274-75,% jn addition to the
chanter involving QOsbert, which helps fix its
date.®

Descent from Roger can only be interred,
but there was a succession of Drakes, a Roben
and then two John Drakes who were taxed in
Dartington and [East Budleigh in the l4th
century, as well as appearing o other records.
Their successor in East Devon in the -Z
generation was John Drake of Ottertan, who
married ¢1400 Christian, daughter of John
Billett of Ashe and inherited the manor
through her. At this point we reach the
pedigree recorded in the visitations and
various of Burke's publications and which
there seems littie reason to doubt, as it is
supported by contemporary evidence.

The sevior representative of this linc in the
E generation was yet another John Drake, who
marricd Amy Grenfield, and was the father of
Sir Bemard Drake, Richard Drake of Esher,
and Robert Drake of Wiscomb. Sir Bernard
Drake was the ancestor of John Drake of Ashe
(d.1636 — generation H) whose descendants
included Elizabeth, his daughter. who married
the cavalier Sir Winston Churchill, as well as
the Drake baroncts of Ashe. This baronetcy
became extinct in {733 with the death of Sir
William Drake, sixth in succession (generation
K). Cadet branches from Sir Bernard Drake of
Ashe have survived.

Richard Drake of Esher (generation F) was
the ancestor of the Drakes of Shardloes,
Buckinghamshire. There was a baronetcy in
this line, but it expired with the grantee in 1669.

Osbent Drake (generation -V) conveyed
land in Worcester to the Abbey at Bordesley
? Wagner, ep. it p. 16
* Inquisitions and assessments relanng 1o Feudst Aids, vol.
I, 1284-, p350
¥ Catalog of Ancient Deeds, vol. 2, B2470, 1461
* Davidson, op, cit., pl09




pround 1180-%07 |{¢ was active in the
Tovistick wren from 1203 ol 1308 and
obtsined Lunds al m Lamerton from the
Abbet of Tavisiock, bewng styled “Ouben
Drrake de Dddeerewe’," He was the progenitor
of the Drakes of Tavisiock wnd his et can bo
traved through many descenis and branches in
the manorial records of tet ahbey.

His son John Dmk: Jbom ] 185
generation -W) |eased lond af Creboe or
Crgwbear adjacent o Crowndile From b
abbot i 1327.% He appearn i 4 Aumber of
other records bevween | 127 and 1357

Richard Dyake (borm 1315 - peneranon -
X wond the prirmcopsd hew gnd ppporend. mon of
Jobe His assecsment @ the lvy wibuidy of
1374 was the highest o Toviaock Hondred. ™
He wE W Followsd by John Drake. his
b1 1]

boha's son wad Wilkkam Desbd bt L3T5
- gener@ion ~L) who held o large number of
properies o Tovisinck, nchafing lasd = the
eyt o Mdoraei] ® He 1 noted s depossed
in the oo for Hundwich Mot for 9 Owctober
6 Heary V71014370 His principsl heh wes
s som John who mberiied hin losd i the
matid wf  Morwell  However,  fom
circumstantal evidonee, if o likely thar Henry
Drake, lessee of Crowndule in 1441, was »
FOMFEET 500,

The descent fum Henry Deake o Sie
Francis Draks i generatian Fy ha baen moted
abowe. Sir Frsciz Druke. K. died childless in
1396 and in By w0 roode hes Brother Thomis
his heir Theomoe Drake s san e the fir Sie
Francis, Baronst Five more  haronots
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followsd, counnng 2 @comd  cromion
lsterestingly, ihey wore all calied 5w Frames
8 imp for the begmning Db e gerssbonggic
ind many have beem cauphl within i Sir
Frungw Hemry, the fifth baronst of the firm
evoatin, digd m 179, and was the st holdey
gErrally recopmiced There wii & aaih
baronst de  Jwre, Joho Savery Dmke
who diod withour myue wm 1510, and sk kim
e basvingdcy amd all the herrs mmle of Thammms
apparenily became extinel. Thers bk s
wll-publicized American clamsé w descent in
{hus lime, but | have examined none du seerms
Ton mid B ol Bhe dest ol pronl, The pechgres
published by Colome! Vivian, ™ aawdé S i
wpeculutrve early porton, s useful for the
Vi Iy m the 1 Ttb and §8sh cenmaries, Heney §
Cirake wikd @ comimbyior, and e Dralie pages

The name Drake was cxtremely  ande-
spremd wn Devon by the 1Tl cenmiry. being
found i more than W0 parndes, wd ondy
o bmoches hove bibn gl Only e

principal lines referred bo i thid srache can b
Whesrated o the sceompanying chan

Dr Cuaries E Dvake o 74400 Aboroom Susa
Sune Hii-30%, Seemnoh, Cosggm 1800, 1’84
W by profespon 5 cordwdogier. e e g pee
hife-long inteiesi m geeeology, sl o el
the. Drake family. on which he Fed presiesiy
pribfishes.
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Addendum

Hengler family (vol 16 ao 12 Dec 2000 pi81)

In addition 1o the children shewn Albert Henry Hengher (1862-1937) also fud p som Cieortrey
Chartes Sierme, b, 1902, Liverpool, m. {1} Los BROWN, [2) Elizsbeth Costley WHITE 4 |98

Koswick (0o i)






